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City Manager’s Office

311 Vernon Street, Roseville, CA 95678 (916) 774-5362

Minutes

City Of Roseville Grants Advisory Commission
Tuesday, January 11, 2011
7:00 P.M.
Council Chambers
311 Vernon Street
I.

Roll Call
Commissioners present:

Staff present:

Marilyn Eisner Festersen, Susan Goto, Pam Herman, Stanford
Hirata, Angela Mellor, Maxine Sarmiento, Jeff Willoughby, Varun
Ved
Karen Garner, Kelly Wickline, Straun Boston

II.

Minutes of Prior Meeting
a. Commissioner Hirata made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2010
meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sarmiento.
(6 ayes, 0 nos). Motion passed.

III.

Oral Communications
Tom Stanko of St Vincent de Paul Society asked the Commission if there is a consideration
to have grant applications submitted online. Commissioner Willoughby acknowledged that
the idea of moving the applications to an online format is being considered and will be an
agenda item at a future meeting.

IV.

New Business
a. Introduction of Youth Commissioner/Recognition of Commissioner Ved
The Commission welcomed the new Grants Advisory Commission Youth Commissioner
Varun Ved.
b. Applicant Workshop
Commissioner Willoughby shared feedback that was submitted by past applicants
regarding previous applicant workshops. The feedback was appreciated and will be used
to make constructive changes.
Commissioner Willoughby reviewed the history and funding guidelines for the Citizens’
Benefit Fund, R.E.A.C.H and Roseville Automall Community Fund. Funding amounts are
as follows: Citizens’ Benefit Fund $500,000, REACH Fund $55,000 (estimated), Roseville
Automall Community Fund $25,000.

Commissioner Eisner Festersen reviewed the timeline of the application funding cycle
and highlighted the important dates. A copy of the Funding Calendar is available for
download on the City’s website.
Karen Garner reviewed helpful hints for preparing the grant application for submission.
There are no significant changes to the 2011/12 grant application.
Commissioner Willoughby opened the meeting for Public Comment
Stewart Feldman of Placer JACL Q. Can funding sources be divided up to fund an
applicant? A. Yes, as long as the request meets the guidelines. Only one application
needs to be submitted. Staff oversees that funds are distributed properly and meet the
guidelines of the funding source. Requests should be limited to and not exceed $30,000.
Q. Are supporting documents such as news articles helpful or distracting? A. In
moderation they can be helpful to some of the commissioners but only if they support
your request. The application should stand on its own and not need attachments.
Ted Herr of RJUHSD Q. Asked for clarification on the maximum amount eligible to a
school district and if the schools are included in that amount. A. School districts and
school district foundations can request up to $30,000 and individual school sites,
including PTCs, Boosters, etc can request up to $2,500.
Donna Sangwin of reCREATE Q. Asked if previously awarded grant applications would
be available to review. A. Karen Garner explained that because the grant applications
have some confidential information they’d not be available to other agencies. Karen
suggested she look at our Grants website for the list of past recipients and get in touch
with them directly.
Bart Colpitts of Placer County Youth Orchestra Q. Asked about first time applicants and
how funds might be distributed to them as opposed to those that have applied before. A.
The Commission does not take in to consideration whether an agency has applied
previously and encourages all eligible agencies to apply and if they aren’t funded the first
time keep applying. First time applicants have been awarded in the past.
Tony DiProsper of Gold Country Chaplaincy Q. Is the Q&A going to be different this year
during the May workshop? A. There will not be a Q&A this funding cycle.
Commissioners will not be asking questions to the applicants during the May workshop;
the application will stand on its own. The previously used “dot process” has been
removed as well.

V.

Reports/Comments/Commission/Staff
Kelly Wickline asked applicants to update her with any changes to their contact information.
Commissioner Sarmiento thanked all those that attended the Applicant Workshop. She
suggested the grant writers have someone else read through their application before
submitting to provide them with feedback. She also reminded them to include how their
program/project would be modified with partial funding.

Commissioner Hirata appreciated seeing so many in the audience and recognizes their
commitment by attending the workshop. He reminded applicants to be clear and concise
because there will be no Q&A.
Commissioner Goto was pleased to see the great turnout for the workshop and looks forward
to reading the applications. She appreciates reading the thank you letters and support
documents but acknowledges they need to be limited.
Commissioner Ved feels the grant applications need to be very descriptive and persuasive to
stand out. He looks forward to reading the applications and learning more.
Commissioner Mellor looks forward to reading the grant applications and learning more about
the agencies and their projects.
Commissioner Herman stressed the importance of the agencies budgets and showing how
they are viable. If an agency is struggling she suggests they explain what steps they are
making to improve the operation.
Commissioner Eisner Festersen was excited to see the new applicants in the audience as
well as those returning. She asked those submitted applications to be clear on what they are
asking for and not add things to the application that aren’t pertinent to their request.
Commissioner Willoughby explained how the Finance Department has had the foresight to
use a smoothing algorithm so CBF will not have great decreases and spikes in the amount
available for funding. He asked the applicants to understand their audience and be clear
who they are serving. He looks forward to reading the applications and appreciates those
that were in attendance.
VI.

Adjournment
Commissioner Hirata made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Commissioner Eisner Festersen
seconded the motion. (7 ayes, 0 nos). Motion passed.

