
 
 
 
City of Roseville 
Library Board – Minutes 
Downtown Library 
November 23, 2015 
 
Library Board Members Present:   Suzanne Dizon, Janice Hanson, Aldo Pineschi, Andrew Tagg, 

Samuel Wolfe 
 
Absent Excused: Patricia Wick 
 
Library Staff Present:   Natasha Casteel, City Librarian 
      Chris Rohde, Virtual Library Supervisor 
      Laura Johnson, Librarian/Secretary 
 

I. ROLL CALL – Ms. Dizon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Mr. Wolfe led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – A motion to approve the September 28, 2015, meeting minutes was 
submitted by Mr. Pineschi; Ms. Hanson seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were no public comments. 

 
V. SPECIAL REQUESTS/REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Bridge the Gap: 

Ms. Goff, President of the Friends of the Roseville Library, introduced the board to the Friends’ 
campaign for this year.  Based on the recent department audit results, the Friends hope to raise 
monies needed to help “bridge the gap” identified in the audit between other comparable public 
library’s per capita materials budget and the per capita materials budget in Roseville which is 
considerably lower.   
 
Ms. Goff described various ways that the Friends raise money for the library including 
membership fees, book sales and Pub Trivia nights.  She added that the Friends will also serve 
as advocates at City Council meetings in support of increased library funding.  Ms. Goff hopes 
that the board will participate in any way possible including liking the Friends’ Facebook page. 
 
Mr. Tagg asked how many Friends’ members there are. 
 
Ms. Goff replied that there are currently about 150 lifetime and annual members. 
 

B. Strategic Plan Closeout: 
Ms. Casteel presented a handout summarizing the outcomes of the library’s 3-year Strategic 
Plan.  She reviewed the handout with the board and added that she considers the plan a 
success after achieving 20 of the 21 strategies identified in the plan. 
 
Ms. Casteel reported that in January 2016, the library will begin gathering input from 
stakeholders and the community to complete a 5-year Visioning Plan.  She will also be using 
information from the Parks & Recreation Strategic Plan and department and museum audits to 
help define the vision of what the library will look like 5 years down the road. 
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Mr. Pineschi asked if this presentation is given anywhere else.  He added that he is concerned 
there is a general lack of awareness of our libraries in the community. 
 
Ms. Casteel replied that library presentations are given for other community groups such as the 
Lions Club, Leadership Roseville and the Chamber, but they are changed according to the 
audience.  She added that certain groups always seem to be more challenging to reach. 

 
VI. REPORTS/ COMMENTS/ LIBRARY BOARD/STAFF 

 
A. Downtown & Virtual Library Updates: 

Mr. Rohde reported that two long-time employees announced their retirements recently.  He 
added that Pam Combes and Gail McGrath will be leaving significant gaps in services when 
they leave. 
 
Mr. Rohde described the Homework Help & Reading Buddies program recently restored at the 
Downtown Library.  He noted that they are starting later in the evening (4:30pm) in response to 
community needs. 
 
Mr. Rohde described the Virtual Library resources and his successes in making these digital 
tools visible to the public.  He specifically mentioned the library online catalog, databases and 
subscription services such as the ebook collections most of which have records in the library 
catalog that link customers directly to the resource.  He added that customer response is good 
when customers find these resources. 
 
Mr. Rohde also mentioned the library MacLab, a partnership between the library and PowerON.  
He described the 14 iMac computers that the library acquired from this local business partner. 

 
B. Library Report: 

Ms. Casteel described the library’s recent program celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Tower 
Theater staffed by library employees and volunteers.  She noted that local merchants were very 
pleased with the turnout and media coverage of the event. 
 
Ms. Casteel alerted board members that holiday celebrations begin next week including the 
popular Storytime with Santa event at the Vernon Street Town Square.  She stated that, in 
response to the great turnout last year, this year’s program will include a stage and big screen 
projector, sing along with Santa, craft from Lakeshore Learning and jingle bells for each child to 
keep from the Friends of the Library. 
 
Ms. Casteel reminded the board that starting in January, the library will be adding open hours 
on Saturdays from 10-5pm at both Maidu and Downtown Libraries.  She also expects the name 
of the new Parks, Recreation & Libraries Director to be announced next week.  [Update: Dion 
Louthan was named to the position just before the holiday.] 

 

VII.           ADJOURNMENT – A motion to adjourn was submitted by Mr. Pineschi; Mr. Tagg seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Roseville Library Board will be held on Monday, January 25, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Riley Library. 


